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Decline of Eusayni Influence j	 • I	 1P%-1

1. Damascus Decisions Limited )!ufti's Power.

*Tbe P/412189.11.1100.41Cea, to Ithid d1Lfti was compelled to
a„ree, finally laid—d—cnes the authority of the military commanders and
divided up the different spheres of operations in the war to frustrate the
implementation of the Partition plan. The Damascus talks did more than
curtail the Multi f e military powers to appointing a military oosenander for
the Jerusalem district only; his political powers were also restricted, and
he had to agree to postponing the establishment of a palestina	 in.
Madle. In this connection syria played a leading role. It was 	 tli
the syrian presid at, mho expressed the view that military and po
fairs should be separated.-a view that the Uufti had always rejected. ADPILI`-
°nay it we hinted to the mufti already in Damascus that he would not be
allowed to rule as an autocrat in the i'alestine Arab state. This accounts for
his promise of a aemocratic paradise 'after the country has been rescued from
the Zionists*. He stated that the Arabs woulu be free to :at up a govern.
ment of their own ch9ice. Following this setback, the alpik thought of
going to Cairo whTh large entourage inclndin: officiariosition repre-
sentatives on thI -ab 	 -Xecutive, These	 ss refused to fell
in with his sugges on. It now appears that 	 idi has previously sent
a letter to the parti:iaga the Damascus 	 not te the Mufti and
his supporters) and to 	 b League, in wh oh he presumably described the
peculiar situation ob	 g in Palestine and ;eve an account of the differ-
ences prevailing among the A.H.E. The absence of representativengion Jere,
sal= at the Cairo meeting was a further blow to the prestige of the Mufti
and the A.R.& among the Arab Warlds*

2.	 Thrust Aside,

*The 4,ieris no lon	 the decisive factor in the struggle
that is now taking P ;:e in palestina. The Arab League's Military Cowittee
is now in charge of operations and controls most of the funds earmarked by
the Arab states for the prosecution of the uar in Palestine. As a result,
the A.H.E.'s position has been weakened) both inside and outside Palestine.
This body's concern for its prestige in the eyes of the Arab League is sham
by its appeal to the local National Committees not to refer direct to the

Olt Amab stetes or the League. It is etronglturgng . that it should not be by6
• assed, nply a very snail proportion of Lhe funds that are streaming in

from outside palestine reach the A.H.E., and they are not sufficient for it
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-	 with regard to expenditure, and it owes salaries to its star4

can ither asset its conadtaente not help the victims of the disorders.
lheAALzinealas has recently sent a strungly6sorded co25laint to
theo the financial situation,'

•Relations among ambers of 	 !eie44'stiafaOP

Fellorthg the defeat in Danasora. Dr. thalidiand	 ref/math
go to Cairo to attood the aestiop of rd.- leave an
that Dr.	 is about to have Oeset/ng with e 	 Bastian
between Dr7r14141, secretary a* the A.0	 and ,	 the sloe-
chalnisq, have inocems - critica)., indep	 work
together. lt 11111 oboe as no surpriee if	 is expanded in the
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